Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 NEW DE 00269 071529Z 
44 

ACTION NEA- 12 
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UNCLAS NEW DELHI 0269 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, IN 

SUBJECT: BOMBAY TEXTILE WORKERS STRIKE 

FOLLOWING SENT ACTION NEW DELHI INFO CALCUTTA, MADRAS 
JAN 3RD FROM BOMBAY IS RPTD. 

QUOTE: 

BOMBAY 0015 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, IN 

SUBJECT: BOMBAY TEXTILE WORKERS STRIKE 

REF: A) BOMBAY A-68, JULY 10, 1973; B) BOMBAY 0004 

1. SOME 200,000 BOMBAY COTTON TEXTILE WORKERS HAVE BEEN ON 
STRIKE SINCE DECEMBER 30 PROTESTING AGAINST(l) WHAT WORKERS 
CONSIDER UNSATISFACTORY AGREEMENT SIGNED BETWEEN THE RASHTRIYA 
MILL MAZDOOR SANGH (RMMS), THE RECOGNIZED BARGAINING AGENT., 

AND THE MILT .OWNERS ASSOCIATION (2) THE INTRODUCTION OF 
SEVEN-DAY WEEKMIN THE INDUSTRY. STRIKE SO FAR HAS BEEN 
GENERALLY PEACEFUL BUT CONTINUED PICKETING AND INTIMIDATION 
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ON JANUARY 2 (REF B) ADDED SOME SUPPORT TO THE STRIKE. 

2. AGREEMENT BETWEEN RMMS AND MA SIGNED DECEMBER 28 IN 
PRESENCE, AMONG OTHERS, OF RAJNI PATEL, PRESIDENT OF RMMS 
AND ALSO OF BOMBAY PRADESH CONGRESS COMMITTEE AND V.P. NAIK, 
CHIEF MINISTER OF GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA ENVISAGES 

(A) AN 8 PERCENT WAGE INCREASE FOR WORKERS AND (B) CERTAIN 
FRINGE BENEFITS. BOTH RMMS AND MA SPOKESMEN HAVE HAILED 
AGREEMENT AS A MAJOR LANDMARK. THE AGREEMENT, VALID FOR 
THREE YEARS, ENTAILS AN ADDITIONAL EXPENDITURE OF RS 80 
MILLION IN 1976. V.R. HOSHING, GENERAL SECRETARY OF RMMS SAID 
THAT "AT NO TIME IN THE HISTORY OF THE COTTON MILL INDUSTRY 
HAVE THE WORKERS GAINED SO ST IBTANTTALLY AS THEY WILL BE 
BENEFITTING NOW." 

3. OPPOSITION TO THE AGREEMENT HAS COME FROM THE AITUC- 
AFFILIATED GIRNI KAMGAR UNION (GKU), THE CITU-CONTROLLED 
LAL BAVTA MILL MAZDOOR UNION AND OTHER LEFTIST GROUPS 
INCLUDING THE JAN SANGH LABOR WING, THE BHARATIYA MAZDOOR 
SANGH, WHICH BRAND THE AGREEMENT A SELLOUT BY RMMS TO MA, 
CONSIDER AN 8 PERCENT WAGE INCREASE GREATLY INSUFFICIENT, 

AND DEMAND AN INCREASE OF 25 PERCENT. THE STRIKE, ONLY 
PARTIAL IN THE BEGINNING, HAS GATHERED MOMENTUM AND MA 
SOURCES ADMIT THAT A SUBSTANTIAL SECTION OF THE WORKERS HAVE 
RESPONDED TO THE STRIKE CALL. 

4. THE LEFTIST UNIONS ARE ALSO OPPOSING THE SEVEN-DAY WEEK 
WORK SYSTEM FOR WHICH AN AGREEMENT WAS SIGNED BETWEEN RMMS 
AND MA ON JULY 5, 1973 (SEE BOMBAY A-68). SO FAR THE 
AGREEMENT HAS BEEN IMPLEMENTED IN ONLY TWO TEXTILE MILLS 
AND NEGOTIATIONS ARE UNDER WAY BETWEEN RMMS AND INDIVIDUAL 
LEFTIST UNIONS, PARTICULARLY THE GKU, ARGUE THAT THE 
INTRODUCTION OF THE SEVEN-DAY SYSTEM WOULD ROB THE WORKERS 
OF A COMMON HOLIDAY ON SUNDAYS. 

5. ALTHOUGH THE RMMS, HEADED BY RAJNI PATEL. IS THE 
RECOGNIZED BARAGAINING AGENT IN THE COTTON MILL INDUSTRY, 

THE GKU WIELDS CONSIDERABLE INFLUENCE AMONG THE WORKERS AND 
HAS STAGED SEVERAL WORK STOPPAGES IN THE PAST AGAINST THE 
RMMS. AT THE PRESENT, NO SETTLEMENT IS IN SIGHT AND 
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PROLONGATION OF THE STRIKE MAY LEAD TO VIOLENCE. 
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